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Abbey of the Most Hol

ASCENWSLOW

Alliance for Spiritual renewal

The Ascemsion Allimice is both a Chuwrch and
movement of Spnzt without walls or celling. Born of a
free Catholic vision, in the tradition of a fledgling
Independent Catholic movemnent, we ae imspired by the
intuitions of the Emerging Chwrch, and follow im the
exanple of Jewish renewal We require rigorous
prepavation  for ordamed rmunistry buf encowrage
maxinnon self-determimation and a creaive response to
the needs of todays world. We a@e also pat of a rich
tradition, one in which ow bishops and priests trace thar
aostolic succession @& far back as that of even the most
aicient of Christian convnimions,

We @e about fellowship, the spiritual path, and love.
We shiive to be a fellowdup of spiritual pilgrims. Without
imposing dogma, we give owselves ad othas the
freedom and azcoumganmt we need to live the truth and
become ever more renewed and tramsformed. For us,
Christ’s ministry is the law of love and truth. Samnt
Augustine may have sad it best, “Love and do & you
will
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* What is your Name?

* Where are you from?

 What is your interest in the
Divine Feminine?

 Would you like



What is Meant by

Divine Feminine

Female God?

God who is both Male
and Female?

Something beyond God?

What is a God?




Origin of the Word God
e Old English * God

AEFEEIN

* Proto-Germanic * gudan
* Persian * Khoda

e Hindu * khooda

e These words have a comr
meaning:

— Molten (as in mc

— To Sacrifi

The Ic



The Ancient Concep
Divine Feminir

Primordial Creation Deit

Creator Gaia
The Self Created, The Eternal of No Beginning or End

Deities above Other He.a\,/enly Dieties
Gods Uranus (Gaia’s son/consort)
Chaos - Ananke - Chronos - Eros/Phanes - Gaia - Uranus - Pontus/Thalassa Tartarus
Aether - Hemera Erebus - Nyx - Ophion - Moirai (Fates) — Clotho - Lachesis - Atropos
The Titans
Oceanus - Hyperion - Coeus - Crius - lapetus - Mnemosyne
Cronus - Rhea - Tethys - Theia - Phoebe - Themis
Gods The Olympians
I's) Zeus - Hera - Hestia - Demeter - Hades — Poseidon
(Immortal’s Metis - Maia - Leto - Semele
The Younger Olympians
Ares - Hephaestus - Hebe - Eileithyia - Enyo — Eris
Aphrodite - Athena - Hermes - Apollo - Artemis - Dionysus
Abhimanyu - Achilles - Aeacus - Aeneas - Agenor - Amphion - Arcas - Arjuna - Ashwathama -
Babruvahana - Belus - Bhima - Bhishma - Cu Chulainn - Clymene - Cycnus - Daedalus - Dardanus -
Demi Gods Dhristadyumna - Drona - Epaphus - Ghatotkacha - Gilgamesh - Goliath - Hanuman - Helen of Troy -
(Human/God) Heracles- lasion- Iravan - Karna - Kritavarma - Lakshmana - Minos - Memnon - Nakula - Orpheus -
Peirithous - Perseus - Polydeuces - Pradyumna - Rhadamanthus - Sahadeva - Satyaki - Shantanu -
Shikhandi - Sugreeva - Sheldon - Theseus - Tityas - Thor - Troy - Vali - Yudhisthira - Zetes - Zethus



The Ancient Family Tree (Gree

i “
Oceanus Hyperion Coeus Crius I
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aphrodite
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athena
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Visions of the Past

The Past That Never Was

* Victorian Era and Hollywood imagery of all
earlier ancestors as “cave men and wo
been archeologically, albeit not pop

 Traditional Biblical Archeolog
towards fundamentalist beli
analysis.

* The patriarchal rr
archeology co
Victoria




Revising the Patriarchal View

The Male Bias in Archeology - A
Commonsense, Feminist Revision of Pre-
History

* “In my opinion, archeology fails to
understand what it finds becau
1) most archeologists are male

2) most archeologists are r

* Because they are m
think in terms @
they huntec
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Revising the Patriarchal View

e They don’t think in terms of women, who raised
children and spent many more hours in caves.

* Because they are not doctors, they neglect
fundamental facts. My favorite is that life expe
in ancient prehistory must have been 20 or
human brain is not fully formed until abc
So most of what those people did
their teenage years.

* The latter fact explains wh
“primitive” people appe
us. It is not necessc
“evolved”, but ©

made of ve
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Revising the Patriarchal View

 Ditto for art. Archeologists consistently come up with “male”

theories to explain the frescoes of prehistoric caves even if they
admit that it was women, and not men, who spent more time
there. After all, the paintings show men hunting animals.
archeologists conclude that it was men drawing their mig
adventures in the world.

But try to think like a woman and you get an alt
interpretation: why does a woman make a
blackboard of, say, the shape of the USA
class? Who is more likely to make
The men who fought in the wars
country, or the women wha
of the future? Who is m
children to explain
elephants or the
they need tc
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The Quest for Feminine Freedom
In Our Time

ABIGAIL ADAMS TO JOHN ADAMS (marcH 31, 1776)

"l long to hear that you have declared an independency. And, by the way, in

the new code of laws which | suppose it will be necessary for you to make, |
desire you would remember the ladies and be more generous and
favorable to them than your ancestors.

"Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the husbands.

"Remember, all men would be tyrants if they could. If particular care and
attention is not paid to the ladies, we are determined to foment a rebelli
and will not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we have no
representation.

"That your sex are naturally tyrannical is a truth so thoroug
to admit of no dispute; but such of you as wish to be ha
the harsh tide of master for the more tender and enc

"Why, then, not put it out of the power of t
us with cruelty and indignity with impuni
"Men of sense in all ages ab
the (servants) of your sex;
under your protection,
that power only fc



Basis of Modern Suppression
of Feminine Freedom

JOHN ADAMS TO ABIGAIL ADAMS (arri. 14, 1776)

"“As to your extraordinary code of laws, | cannot but laugh.”

"We have been told that our struggle has loosened the bonds of
government everywhere; that children and apprentices were disobedient;
that schools and colleges were grown turbulent; that Indians slighted their
guardians, and negroes grew insolent to their masters.

"But your letter was the first intimation that another tribe, more numerous
and powerful than all the rest, were grown discontented.

"This is rather too coarse a compliment, but you are so saucy, | wor
out.

"Depend upon it, we know better than to rep
systems. Although they are in full force, you know
theory. We dare not exert our power in its full
fair and softly, and, in practice, you know

"We have only the name of
which would completely subij
hope General Washing



* Archeological evidence has shown

History of Feminine Spirituality

The Earliest Understanding of
Feminine Creation

that as far back as close to 30,000
years ago, humans were apparent
practicing a religion focused @
feminine deity.

Basic language capabili
to at least 70,000 E

Our ancestor
and as or n
much



The Earliest Understanding of
Feminine Creation (cont.)

Artifacts, ruins of cities and dwellings, and
handed down mythologies all point to a
lifestyle that was predominantly

matriarchal, rather then patriarcha
matrilineal.

Dailey life was focused o
and agricultural activiti
the mostly urban g
hunting as imp
unsubstar



Matriarchal Family Modeled
after a Divine Creation

* Matriarchal structure follows a
natural order of nurturing social
structure, mothers give birth ar

create, while fathers only ass




History of Feminine Spirituality

Patriarch is based on
suppression and violence.

Patriarchal societies require a faux

social order of a male dominated “all-
for-one” structure not duplicated in
the rest of nature.

Women were mere chattel b
and sold for the sole pur
producing male off spri
husband master/



Matriarchal Family Modeled
after a Divine Creation

DNA studies have indicated that

there are two major categories of
humans those with Haremic
(Patripolar) genes and those
Orgeic (Matripolar) genes
Matriarchal social o
feminine spirit
found thro
mimicke




Matriarchal Family Modeled
after a Divine Creation

DNA studies have shown that at the
same time as the patriarch social
and religious movements appe
humanoids who had the
that allowed them to di
lacteous in cow’s mi

Was the Gold




Matriarchal Family Modeled
after a Divine Creation (cont.)

still does not have this
gene for digesting Lactec

* |s there a reason
consistently shc
goddess, a



Matriarchal Family Modeled
after a Divine Creation (cont.)

What is the connection between
the Goddess of prehistoric,
Egyptian, Hebrew, early Chrestian
medieval times, and right up to t
present?

Does the imagery reflec
meaning of creation a
Is their a rele
intolerance
macho-ma



The Corsican Account of
Mother and Son Giants

e Why are the mystery figures of the
8000+ year old Corsican historic sto
a mother and son?

« What is the secret that is ¢
within the iconic
cheese in the acco

 Again goat’s

plays into



The Appearance of Macho Man

* For some 20,000 years matriarchy

supported by a belief in a supreme
feminine deity dominated a society
in which women were intellectual
and sexual equals of man in a true
“Garden of Eden” like warless
existence.



The Appearance of Macho Man

e About 10,000 BCE, paradise came to an end s
the climate changed and a new type of
humanoid came onto the scene, “mack
or as we know it today the patriarc

History of Herodotus (5t cent
states that the Egyptian
...But the following is n
mankind the Col
Ethiopians have
Phoenician
agree th
are t



The Appearance of Macho Man
* Archeological evidence clearly
shows that a wave of patriarchal
culture moved across the steppes
of Asian continent down across t




The Invention of Warfare

* Archeologist and Anthropologist

tell us that there was no warfare .
or weapons of warfare among
the ancient matriarchal pec
who lived in unfortifiec
which had populati
numbering in tf
Where dio
warfa



The Invention of Warfare

e Patriarchal societies brought
with them the concept of a
warring male deity from a
fiery mountain who thri

on violence and p

confrontations k




The Invention of Warfare

Swords and knives were used to root out
the matriarchal culture to kill the men and
enslave the women.

(Numbers 31:17-18) - "Now therefore, kill
every male among the little ones, and ki
every woman who has known man
intimately. But all the girls who
known man intimately, spare

yourselves.”

What Apologist say: “Some may obj
the virgins, the daughters of thos
would be a horrible thing fo
for them. But, their live
warfare and plunde
as wives was u

Quoted from h
only-virgin



http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Numbers 31.17-18
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Numbers 31.17-18
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But swords and knives were not the only
weapons of war that were used to
eliminate the Divine Feminine from
humanity.

Patriarchal incursions into the pea
world of the Matriarchal culture
successful weapons were
political and religious p
the sexual dominati

.....



Annihilation of the
Divine Feminine

(Numbers 31:17-18) - "Now therefore,
kill every male among the little ones,

and kill every woman who has known
man intimately. But all the girls who
have not known man intimately,
for yourselves.”

What Apologist say: “Some may obj
Israelites then married the virgin
those whom they had killea
horrible thing for the vi
thing for them. But
culture at that ti

necessary e
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The Suppression Begins

* Based on the Define Feminine a
fundamental to Matriarchal culture %
is a woman'’s absolute right to her §
body, sexuality, and reproductive
freedom.



Matriarchal a Different
Organizational Structure

* In a Matriarchal culture family
and community leadership rest
with the senior mothers wit
support from their materr
male relatives.

 Matriarchal is NC
with women
roles.



Divine Feminine
Nurturing Freedom for All

* The concept of husbands and marriage
we know it in the Patriarchal worlc
unknown in the Matriarchal soci

* Romantic relationships wer
dating or going steady
commitment, as bot
remained part o

* Children g



Subdual of the Feminine Spirit

Matriarch in Practice

* The origin of legal suppression of the divine
feminine and the status of women as the
social glue that hold peaceful society together
is furthered with the establishment of
kingships.

"we must have a king over us, that we m
like other nations,” (1 sam 8:19-

* In matriarchal societies, as the
was, women control the
government by:

— Selecting the men
representing

44444

— The right
wit



Subdual of the Feminine Spirit

Matriarch in Practice (cont.)

Constitution of the Iroquoi

4. The lineal descent of the people of the F
female line. Women shall be consider
They shall own the land and the sc

status of the mother.

45. The women heirs o
Royaneh (Noble) for

heirs of th




Subdual of the Feminine Spirit

The Untold Story of The Iroquois Influence On Early Feminists
by Sally Roesch Wagner."

| sat in the kitchen of Alice Papineau-
Dewasenta, an Onondaga clan mother.
Over iced tea, Alice described to me the
unbroken custom by which traditional A
Iroquois (Haudenosaunee) clan mothers Jn \ﬁ,’l
nominate the male chiefs who go on to istef’s,;‘i,_‘“ft‘;'??““
represent their clans in the Grand o
Council. She listed the gualifications:

i9) . acts §
we X

ottt %
¥e %

—"First, they cannot have commi
theft.

— Second, they cannot have
murder.

—Third, they c
assaulted a v

\\\\\
a2



Subdual of the Feminine S

The Untold Story of The Iroquois Influence O
by Sally Roesch Wagner

The Woman's Bible

4 : ;
The Woman's Bible, was published in Elizabeth Cady Stanton

1895, when Stanton became convincec
that the oppression of women wa
divinely inspired at all.

"The Bible," she wrote, “n
a mere after thoug
author of evil; c
a subject in
authority
this

(]

Published by the Library of Alexandrna €



Subdual of the Feminine Sp

The Untold Story of The Iroquois Influence On Early
by Sally Roesch Wagner."

A common mythology held that Christianity and civilizatic
meant progress for women, but Stanton and Gage
through it.

HINTION
Fletcher quoted one woman who told her: L e 28
woman | was free. | owned by home, CLASSIC

of my own hands, and my children s
| was better as an Indian woma

~ WOMAN
g8 CHURCH
BN  AND

olferad. But do
ot alliow the STA I E
hrinreh or the
arauume Matilda Joslyn Gage
or Lctile your

pdgment,”
Musdls Jodra Vo

Fletcher also quoted an |
men: "Your laws show
women. The wife is

A Tuscarora ch



Subdual of the Feminine Spirit

The Untold Story of The Iroquois Influence On Early Feminists
by Sally Roesch Wagner."

A Tuscarora chief, Elia Johnson, wiring about the absence
of rape among Iroquois men in his popular 1881 book,
Legends, Traditions and Laws, of the Iroquois, or Six
Nations..., commented wryly that European men had held
the same respect for women "until they became civilized“

Jeanne is Onondaga, a Haudenosaunee, descended from
the traditional, "pagan" Iroquois --those who refused
"Christianized" and "civilized." Her son recognized

mother, and all women, as the center of the ¢ -
Legends, Traditions, and Laws of

Such sons of such mothers belonged to ¢ the iroquale, or Shx Nations, and
> History of the Tuscarora Indians

vision, too. They are sons who learne

to respect the sovereignty of wa

tradition in which rape and b

virtually unknown until v



Subdual of the Feminine Spirit

The Untold Story of The Iroquois Influence On Early Feminists
by Sally Roesch Wagner."

A week later | sit in my friend Jeanne's living room, enjoyably chatting. | hear
son in the kitchen rattling pans, perhaps cooking or washing dishes. Minute
and places cups of tea in front of us, his gift offered unobtrusively, his ¢
display. | look up to thank him but he is gone, his back already turn
kitchen. Jeanne seems not even to notice, and our conversatio

Jeanne is Onondaga, a Haudenosaunee, descended
from the traditional, "pagan" Iroquois --those who
refused to be "Christianized" and "civilized." Her
recognized his mother, and all women, as the
of the culture.

Such sons of such mothers belonge
vision, too. They are sons who
fathers to respect the sove
sons of a tradition in
women was Virtua



Divine Feminine and the Matriarch

* Faith and life were completely
integrated into one continuous fak
existence, an unbreakable bon
between spirit and body.

* In order to vanquis
conquered peop
overloads h



Divine Feminine and the Matriarch

By depriving the women of their

natural rights to their own bodies and
reproduction choices through a ne
form of servitude the new patri
overloads began a battle ag
Divine Feminine 10,000
continues on toda




Suppressing the Divine
Feminine (cont.)

* As mothers became wives they lost not
only their physical freedom they began to
lose their ability to nourish their family’s
connection to the source of their
spiritualty.

* Even today 48 states have had to pass
to protect mothers from discrimin
going to prison for feeding the
while at the same time da
legal and often a desi
mainstay of a com



5,000 Years in the Making

* With the onset of the industrial
age and the accompanying

informational age humanity has
entered an entirely new era.

e



5,000 Years in the Making

* Technology has enabled a new
awareness in true origins of our
spirituality, leading to a deeper
understanding of the nourishing
aspects of the divine represented ir
the feminine.



5,000 Years in the Making

* Technology has become the great
equalizer between the sexes enabling
women to re-explore new frontiers of
individual, economic, political, anc
sexual freedom.

Saturds

WORL. . WORLDJ]
ECONOM ¥ ECONOMBE
FOQRUM Sy FORUM



5,000 Years in the Making

* Technology has created an
environment where once again men
and women can interact together in a
more natural and harmonious ways



Divine Feminine & Christi

The starting point for
fresco called the “F
bread - in the C

Saint Prisci

http://www.worr
casey_02.asp




Divine Feminine & Christianit

Roman/Orthodox Christian Scriptures

* In Hebrew names ending in the vaw’ sound are femir
sound is masculine. The name Yehovaw occurs €
Testament. The name Yehovee occurs 302 tir

 El Shaddai — Literally means the God of E
it occurs 48 times in the Old Testam
gives the name to Moses in Exoc

 Ruach Ha Kodesh is the He
Testament and is an exc

 Abraham was the
have the sa




Orthodox/Roman Christian Scriptures

Note: Orthodox/Roman Christian Scriptures refers to those writir
Canonical by the Orthodox Church and the Roman Church inc
protestant churches using the same canonical bible.

* Proverbs 4:8-9 Exalt her and she will promot
when you embrace her. She will place or
crown of glory she will deliver to yo

* Proverbs 7:4 Say to wisdom, "
nearest kin

* The practice of multip
Abraham, Jacob, M
custom found i




Divine Feminine & Christiani

Orthodox/Roman Christian Scriptures

 Partaking in a blessing of Wine (barely wine/beer) anc
the Queen of Heaven described in Jeremiah 44:17
the worship in the Holy of Holies described in

* Wisdom invited her devotees to her table
of the wine | have mixed. Leave simp
discernment. (Prov.9.5-6)




Orthodox/Roman Christian Scriptures

* Rev 12:1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a
woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet,
and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:

* Rev 12:2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth
pained to be delivered.

* Rev 12:4 And his tail drew the third part of the
heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and
before the woman which was ready to be
devour her child as soon as it was bo

* Rev 12:5 And she brought fort
all nations with a rod of iron:
God, and to his throne.

* Rev 12:6 And the
hath a place pre




Divine Feminine & Christianity

Other Traditional Christian Scriptures

* In the Gospel of Thomas Jesus declares that his disciples
earthly parents (as in Luke 14:26) but love the Father
does, "for my mother (gave me falsehood), but (my
Iife." http://gnosis.org/naghamm/gosthom.html

* In another Nag Hammadi discovery, The Se
to himself as "the son of the Holy Spirit.

* The book of Isaiah found in the De
ask for a sign from the Lord,
from the Lord adonai, (in
the birth of the child. ‘
and, when Ahaz refu
sign... ‘Behold, th

name Immanu
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Divine Feminine & Christianity

Scriptures of non Orthodox/Roman Christian Churches

* In the Book of Melchizedek, (Melchizedek is the High Priest th
Abraham and of who Jesus is likened unto) Mlchizedek sple
as the Mother of all. “O Mother of the aeons, Barbelo!

http://www.gnosis.org/naghamm/melchiz.html

* Bishop Irenaeus, who recommend the books ¢
describes Barbelo (the Holy Spirit/Queen of
aeon in a virginal spirit” http://enwikipedia.ore

 Epiphanius write of her relative tc
obedient to the archon, they
Barbelo, the scion of the pc
powers are. And she inti
on High by the archa
demons, and ange
through the

the-Gospel-of-Eve
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The Divine Feminine is Not
Reverse Sexism

That is the only way to understand the phenomenon of Mary Daly, the ex-
lesbian isolationist who banned all men from her classes at the Jesuit-
such classics of feminist rage as Gyn/Ecology, Pure Lust and Outercc
asking for equality in the church would be comparable to a blac

Ku Klux Klan.” http://roberthutchinson.com/robert-hutchin

She argued against sexual equality,22 believing that
a reversal of sociopolitical power between the se

In an interview with What Is Enlightenmen
think about men. | really don't care abo
capacities, which have been infinite
they've disappeared, but they've

women enlarging our capaci

energy."l23

Later in the intervie
be a deconta
evolutiona

of male

h
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Resurrection of the Human Feminini

Readjusting the Feminine

* A matriarchal world is not a feminized version of
patriarchal hierarchal world in which we live.

Replacing males in our current social, poli
structures cannot bring us back to the
existed when humanity was guide
compassion of the divine fem

* Technology has become
enabling women to r
economic, religi



Break Out Session

Divine Feminine Exploring the Issues

1. What does the Concept of Divine Feminine
group?

Is the Divine Feminine a religiou

Can you be Christian and sti
Why or why not?

What is your vision c
Divine Feminine




More information on Divine Fe

Come explore the foundations of our civilization, from its roots in a highly evolved
matriarchal social structure, where for thousands of years women played the pivotal role
in leading and nurturing social development. The role of the feminine in society was
embraced and relished by all members of humanity for tens of thousands of years. Step
back into a time when a now long forgotten worldwide mother goddess religion,
documented in the archeological record, provided a spiritual model for a utop
existence. Women empowered humanity by the nurturing strength of motherh

Feminine Resurrection

Yet born of still unexplained circumstances, humanities peaceful utc
was smashed by powers beyond its control. A new and violent sc
from the darkest regions of human consciousness, which sg
befuddled by catastrophic environmental changes. The
officious male ego, created a patriarchal faction of h
belief systems on the world through their new
warfare.

Yet today we live a rapidly revolving sc
the importance of the feminine e
relationship between the ancie
lived in its shadow is eval
today's feminist movem

AN axpioration ol 1he rise and fall of the
anciant fam/ning world and the contemporary
resurracfion of famininily roday.

Rebert L. Straitt

The question
mold our so
this se
brut



2115



